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for the Hindu Mahasabha, an exclusively Hindu politi-
cal organization, would claim that right.
Aware as the Mahatma was of all this, he made the
blunder of seeing Jinnah on the latter's terms. It
amounted to accepting Jinnah's claim that he alone
represented the Moslems, a claim which the Congress
had hitherto always denied. The greatest Congressman
of all had now actually gone to Jinnah's house and ac-
cepted the principle that Jinnah was Moslem India.
Whatever precautions the Mahatma took to stress that
he went as an individual and not as a representa-
tive of the Congress, he was ill advised from the point
of view of practical politics to ask Jinnah for an inter-
view and to humble himself to the extent he did. It
gave Jinnah the opportunity to score, and it must be
said in fairness to Jinnah's ability that he made full
use of the opportunity. Jinnah never once missed tell-
ing the Mahatma that the Congress could be only a
Hindu body talking in terms of Hindu freedom; that
the Moslems were a nation entire in themselves; that
the sooner the Mahatma and the Congress disillusioned
themselves about their hold over India as a whole,
the better it would be for all concerned. That was
Jinnah's theme. He never once strayed from it; he
never hit off the mark.
The most peculiar feature of the talks, as judged
from the published correspondence, was that it was
Gandhi who was always interpreting not only what
the Congress and he himself had said, but also what
he understood the Moslem League to have said. Jin-
nah merely contented himself by pointing out where
Gandhi was wrong. Whenever elucidation was re-
quested from Jinnah it was not forthcoming, so that
what Pakistan implied in terms of boundaries, what